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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution or Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918
and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by
the Department of the Army in the nome of Congressto:

Staff Sergeant James L. Bondsteel, , United States Army, who
distinguished himself on 24 May 1969 while serving as a platoon sergeant with
Company A, 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry, 1st Infantry Division, near the village
of Lang Sau, An Loc Province, Republic of Vietnam. Company A was
directed to assist a friendly unit which was endangered by intense fire from
a North Vietnamese Battalion located in a heavily fortified base camp. Sergeant
Bondsteel quickly organized the men of his platoon into effective combat teams
and spearheaded the attack by destroying four enemy occupied bunkers. He
then raced some 200 meters under heavy enemy fire to reach an adjoining
platoon which had begun to falter. After rallying this unit and assisting their
wounded, Sergeant Bondsieel returned to his own sector with eritically needed
munitions. Without pausing he moved to the forefront and destroyed four
enemy-occupied bunkers and a machine gun which had threatened his advane-
ing platoon. Although painfully wounded by an enemy grenade, Sergeant
Bondsteel refused medical attention and continued his assault by neutralizing
two more enemy bunkers nearby. While searching one of these emplacements
Sergeant Bondsteel narrowly escaped death when an enemy soldier detonated
a grenade at close range. Shortly thereafter he ran to the aid of a severely
wounded officer and struck down an enemy soldier who was threatening the
officer’s life. Sergeant Bondsieel then continued to rally his men and to lead
them through the entrenched enemy until his company was relieved. His
exemplary leadership and great personal courage throughout the four-hour
battle ensured the success of his own and nearby units, and resulted in the
saving of numerous lives of his fellow soldiers. By individual acts of bravery
he destroyed ten enemy bunkers and accounted for a large toll of the enemy,
including two key enemy commanders. Staff Sergeant Bondsteel’s conspicuous
gallantry and extraordinary heroism at the risk of his life are in the highest
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and
the United States Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

CREIGHTON W. ABRAMS
General, United States Army
Official : Chief of Staff
VERNE L. BOWERS
‘Major General, United :States Army
The Adjutant General

- DISTRIBUTION:

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. -

-~ TAGO 281A .



