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GeNgRAL ORDERS I ; HEADQUARTERS
: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 8 j Wasmxerox, DC, 25 January 1978

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended bx act of 8 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918
and act of 25 Ju}v 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicious g %i,‘tantrv and
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of dutv is awarded "
* posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Cmm ess to: *

Corporal Michael F. Folland, , United States Army, who
distinguished himself on 8 July 1969 while ser vmﬁ* as an ammunition bearer
with the weapons platoon of {?em};}m\ D, 24 Batmhen\ 3d Infantry, 109th
Infantry Brigade during a reconnaissance patrol mission in Long Khanh
Province, Republic of Vietnam. As the patro]l was mov ing %:hmugh a dense
jungle area, it was eaught in an intense crossfire from heanhv fortified and
eoneeaie& aneny ambus& positions. As the pgtmi reacted to neutralize the
ambush, it became evident that the heavy weapons could not be used in the

cramped fighting area. Cfmpma} Folland ﬁroppeé his recoilless rifle ammuni- ;

tion and ran forward to join his commander in an assault on the enemy bunkers, ~
"The assaulting force moved forward until it was pinned down directly in front
of the heavily fortified bunkers by machinegun fire. Corporal F Oé‘Zand stood
up to draw enemy fire on himself and to phm@ suppressive fire on the enemy
ﬁ@smem while his commander attempted to destroy the machinegun positions
with gmn&des Before the officer could throw a wrenad& an enemy grenade
landed in the position. Corporal Folland alerted }m comrades and ins com-
mander hurled the grenade from the pcm}tmn When a second enemy grenade
landed in the position, Corporal Folland again shouted & warning to hls fellow
soldiers. Seeing that no one could reach the grenade and realizing that it was

A about to explode, Corporal Follond, with com;}}ete disregard for h1s own safety, ‘
N threw himself on the grenade. B§ his dauntless courage, Corporal Folland
‘ saved the lives of his comrades although he was mortally wounded by the
%p}mmn Corporal Folland's extmmﬁmazy heroism, at the cost of his life,
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflects
great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. ¢ WESTMORELA:
General, United States

Official : Ohief of Staff.

VERNE L. BOWERS,
Major General, United States Adrmy,
The Adjutant General. ‘

Distribution: o ;
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements.



