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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

1VASIIINGTox, D.C., 5 April 1968 

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARi'J'JY) (FIRST OAK LEAF 
CLUSTER). Award of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) (First Oak 
lkaf ('ln:-:tPr) hy The President of the United States of America to the :follow­
ing uuit of foe .\rn1(_0 1l Forces of the Tiep11blic of Yietnmn is confirmed in 
acconhrnce ,rith par:tgraph 104, .\R G72-G-1. The text of the citation, signed by 
President L_v11,Jon B. ,Tolrnson on 7 :.\farch 1068, reads as follo;vs: 

"By Yirtue of the authority Yested in me as President of the 
l 111ited States and as Commander-in-Chief of the Armecl Forces of 
the United States I have today a,rnrded the Presidential Unit Citation 
( Arrny) (First Ouk Len:£ Cluster) for extraordinary heroism to: 

THE +2D R.\.XGER K\.TT} ... LION 
21ST INFANTRY DIVISIOX 

.\.R\rY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNA:\I 

The 42d Rang:er Battalion, 21st Infantry Division, Army of the 
Rcpnblic of Vietnilm, distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism 
in action while engnged in military operations against a hostile force 
in the Repnblic of Yietnam. On l'i )fay 111H6, the +2d Ranger Battalion 
·was committed in battle against the Viet Cong e1ite Soc Trang 
Pro,·incial Bathlion in the vicinity of Vinh Chau, Vietnam. After 
being heliliHed into the ohjective area the Battalion moved tactically 
to establish cm1t:wt with the insurgents. As advance elements cleared 
a heaYy rnnngT1)1·e thick('t, the Viet Cong opened fire from -well­
p1·epared ddeii,::i n· forti fic,1.tions. The Battalion immediately countered 
the enemy fire, deployed its forces, and assaulted the positions, with 
the main effo~·t to the north. The left fiank of the Battalion received 
intense machinPgun and small arms fire from enemy positions to the 
west, impeding their aclnrnce. Determining this to be the main core of 
enemy resistance, the Battalion maneuvered to engage the insurgents 
and advanced to the m"st ngni'nst increasing resistance.1st and 3d Com­
panies assaultetl the enemy·s fhmk, but were able to make only small 
gains e,·en in 1w,wy hand-to-hnnd combat. To preserve the momentum 
of the attack, the Battalion Commander mo.-ed 2d Company into 
position with 4th Company at the center, and in a, coordinated effort 
the Battalion assaulted, vigorously, the Viet Cong stronghold. The 
Viet Cong positions ·were staggered, with three separate lines of en­
trenchments concealed in thickh· wgetated canal lines. In the face 
of murderous fire :from these position;, the determined Ra:ngers closed 
with the enemy and engaged him in fierce hand-to-hand combat until 
the objective had been cleared and the Viet Cong resistance silenced. 
Throughout this action, the Rangprs demonstrated outstanding courage 
and professionalism. The conspicuous gallantry of the 42d Ranger 
Battalion is in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflects great credit npon the Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Vietnam." 
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By Order 0£ thc- Secretary of foe Army: 

Official: 
KENNBTH G. WICKH.A.":lf, 
2!/a}Ol' General~ United Stoles Army, 
The Arlj,d,rnt (hnNal. 

Di::.tribnLion: 

HAHOLD K. ,JOH:'\SOK, 
aeneral, llnit,id States Army, 
Chi4 of 5:ta;j'. 

To he distrilmtrd in ac<•fH·tlniwe wi; !1 D.\ For:n 12 .J rP<lHin•mpnJs. 


