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The Department of the Army announces with deep regret 
the death o.e General OHAJ\LES PEL01' SUMMERALL which 
occuned at Washington, D. O., on 1'! May 1955. 

General Su.MMEllAT..t's distinguished career in the United 
States Army culminated In his astute and steadfast service 
as Olllef of Staff from 1920 to 1080, An outstanding tac­
tician ancl student of mllltary science, he se1·ved his country 
for tllirty-11ine years wll:ll acumen and zeal. 

General SU:t,IMJUllALT, WIIS bOl'll near Lake Olty, Florida, 011 
4 Murch 1807. I:Io was grnduated from the United States 
Military Academy uncl commissioned 11 second liei;itenant of 
Infa11 try on 11 June 1802, and ad vunced through all the 
gmdes imd was appointed a ma,1or genernl on 26 June 1918 
and general on 28 ]'obmury 1020, He retired from active 
service on 8l. Mareh 1081, 

While with the 5U1 Artillery, General SuMMEIIA.LL par­
ticlpatecl in many engngement:s in tlte Phllipplne Insurrec­
tion and was twlce cited for gallantry ln action. In 1000 
he took part In l;})e assault 011 Peking, China, where he was 
again cited for br1lve1•y, As commander of tl1e 106th Com· 
puny, Ooast A1-tille1•y, he went to Alaska in 1902 and there 
1ilnnned the construction of Fort William I:I. Sewnrd at 
Haines Mission, Aluskn. IProm 1005 to 1911, he was Senior 
Instructor .of Art!llery '.l.'actlcs at the United Stutes Military 
Academy and was later given command of the 2d Battalion, 
3<1 Field Artillery, San Antonio, Texas. In 1910 he was 
orderetl to Washington as Asslstan t to tile Olllef of the 
Militia B,11:eau, In clu1rge of tho ]'ield Artillery of tho 
National Guard. 

In May .1917, .he was appointed a member of a military 
mission to stucly the organization, training, and operations 
of the Britisl1, Irrench, and Belgium Armies, After return• 
Ing from England, l!'mnce, and Belgium with a report of his 
studies, he assumed command of the 07th li'ielcl Artillery 
Brigade of the 42d Division unc1 accompanied it to li'mnce. 
Ile then took command of t110 1st Field Artillery Brigade 
of the 1st Division nllcl in July 1018 was assigned to tlle 
command of the 1st; Division, commanding it durlng tho 
Aisne-Mnme, Solssons, St. Mihiel, and the first phases of 
the Meuse-Argonne offensives, General SuMMEMLL was 



then· appointed successively commander of the Y Army 
Corps, the IX Army Corps, and the IV Army Corps. In 
1919, he . served as u .... S. Representative on Inter-Allied 
Mlssiou to Fiume, ,was attached to the .American Commis­
sion. to negotiate peace in. Paris, and accompanied General 
Pershing on his tour ·of Ita]y. 

Upon returning to the United States, Ile commanded the 
1st Division until 1921, when he was assigned as commander 
of the Hawa!tan Department. In October 1924, he was 
given command of the Eighth Corps Area and in January 
1925, assumed command of the Second Corps Area. On 21 
November 1926, he was appoiuted Chief of Staff of the Army 
and served in that ·capacity until 20 November 1980. 
Shor'!;ly' after his \retirement ou 81 March 1981, General 
SmrJJ:mitALL accepted the positiou of President.of the Oitadel, 
Oharleston, llouth Carolina. 

For h'ls extraordinary heroism in actlou during the 
Alene-Marne ofl'.ensive, General SUMMERALL was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Oross. He also received the 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Sliver Star with Three 
Oak-Leaf Clusters, and the followfng deco1•at!ons from .:for• 
eign countries: French Oroix de Guerre with Palm, French 
Legion of Honor (commander), Belgian Order of the Orown 
(grand officer), Itallan Order of the Crown (grand officer), 
Montenegrin Order of Prince· Danilo I, 1st Class, Pana• 
manian Military Medal, 2d Class, Ouban Order of Military 
Merit, ·and the Pollsh Order of Polonia Restituta, 1st Class. 

As a :mark of respect to the memory of General 
Str:M:MEllil.L, tlie national flag will be· displayed at half 
staft on 1111 installations under the control of the Depart­
ment of the Army on day of death, 14 :May 1955, until 
sunset on clay of burial, 17 May 191515. 

Tlie Commanding General, Mllltary District of Washing­
ton, will render appropriate honors. 
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